1 Craigg and Erica Lewis of Chapel Hill approschsed CKS Kinchers &
Design about creating a custom kischen, bathroomn and cabsinetry for ben
additbomal rooms, the comgiany had ne idea that whn the project was
completed it would mot oaly fullll the homeowners cvery wish, bur would capiune
;Jil.:hi‘rmgnalmu of Better Homes & Gardens Beawtiful Kinchers editor Karin Baji
15
The Lewis' kichen s one of 1L, selecned fram handneds from apound the woeld,
featured in the summser issse of the magazine, which is on newssands through

Sepl. 4

“1 bervedd herw dliscoeet this kitchen was witkin the bome's overall design. The
Eitchen blends so well with the millwork of adjacent rooms, it strock us as a very
“:i}llli:il'llmluﬂll of the bome's very dlassic, very comfortable living spaces,” sad

i Hilms.

The I'\#-I?wu-uld Dhushyasn-based CKS Kichens & Dasign is lesd by Cragg Malksnl,
company loursder amd hesd ol operatians Lack S ofs, designes; Bill Stewan,
commencial division chiel whe i asssted by Gil Feltis; and minority pariner Lisa
Principe, designes.

Simmwons said that the secret 10 CKS' success is the approach the company takes.
“We really heldp [our cliengs| plan reames. We'ne not like a traditional cabinetry shop
We're a design firm that specializes in cabinetre”

CKS works closely with its clients to make sure that thelr needs, wants and lifestyle
are all sccommndated. This process inchsdes comsuliations and interviews that
tease ourl all the detalls that go ingo planning the envirenment, whether it be the
homamener likes 1o cook ar would miher enterialn but Bot cook, or has large dogs
or seall children snd how those foeces all inperact not ondy with the space under
discussion but also hevw it lows into other aneas of the howse.

This can bead o having 1o muke some serious changes 1o the original plan, which
s what happened with the Lewis’ kischen. Following the intervew process, Sinsmons
realized that i crder (o sccomenodate all (e featunes the coupls wanted, they were
gokng 1o have vo move & wall 1o expand che kichen anea. He meet with e Lwss®
EnbETiT gpner Liscinda Pocbe 1o make sube s changes conild be imegraced ino
the umallﬁmrm the ko,

[t is typical For CKS 10 work closely with other dessgnens, archibects amd
conlracions on a project 16 be able io aticulabe the client’s vision.

In r!l'k'cl.intou. the Lewis' projed, Principe said that Mrs. Lewis ok them “we
weene neally abhe to take what she was visualeing and tem it into her home.”

“It's a great sense of accom plishment fo be able to give that fo someone,” Principe
nobed. An added challerpe was Mrs. Lewis was in Bew England during much of
the design and installation process - making commundcation that much more

riant. Principe related that “She said that during the process she felt well
infermed.”

Another sample of CKS weork will appear in the Spring 2008 lssue of Better Homes
& Gardens Beautihsl Kicchens. That kischen feananes wrap-around wood paneling
witieecse: grain rurs hostzomtally ansd s exscly matched from one phece to the nesxt. The
Final resailt is menbing biss than seamlcss,

Whibe I g lisssarss Ui Giroicesis wiins i cormusnirg and paimiaking, Simmans
explaimed that the end goal ks that so ane shoald know hiw misch work wenl ian
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