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White oak is quartersawn o
reveal a sirong inssar grain in
the cabinetry veneer. Each
panel is carefully aligned 1o
continue the horizonal graphic
aoross axpansas of cabinels.
A malal laminate backsplash,
zabrawood on the island, and
honed granifecountertops
heighten the textural intrigue.
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-oHUT CASE

Smooth expanses of rift-cut
white ocak cabinetry open

and close in a variety of ways
for great looks—and great
ease. Kitchen designer Zack
Simmons explains the benefits
of each choice.
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his kitchen had 1o marr v "h."l"- influences, and—muost

ol all=cullures. Kathy Yu Brown was bormn in Hong

v and brought an alfinity Tor Asian archilecture and
design 10 her marnage with Nate Brown, He spent his
lormative yvears in Connecticut and later attended college in
S Lowis, where he developed a fondness for homes designed
by Frank Lloyd Wright. The kitchen in their new home uses
clements of both acsthetics without jarring contrast,

Deliberating between the sivles, the couple discovered
they shared a desire for a contemporary space with clean,
horizontal lines. They preferred a minimal look without clut-
ter, but did not want a cold industrial space. “We wanted a
place where we could imagine living with a lamily,” Kathy
says, "It had to feel warm, with natural materials”

The couple turned 1o Zack Simmaons of CKS Kitchens &
Design, a member of the National Kitchen & Bath Associa-
tion (INKBAL who conceived this sleck space wrapped in the
strong linear grain of quartersawn white oak veneer. The
grain runs horizontally, with each vein carefully matched
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A zebrawood table extending from the island adds an-
other strong lincar grain, The design s entirely  custom,
Counter heights on the island ascend gradually from a stan-
dlard 36-inch-high butcher block for cutting to a honed
groen granile a few inches higher 1o accommaodate Nate's tall
slature, 1o the 42-inch-high zebrawood counter tall enough
lo pull up barstools

Appliances and hardware are stainless steel. In counter-
point 1o their cool tones, warm textural metal laminate clads
the range wall from counters to ceiling, The gray moltled
finish has an atltractive abstract pattern up dose yel reads as
an overall texture from just a lew feet away. “Kathy wanted
something Iresh and different” Simmons says of the unusual
material that stll blends with the room’s natural stone
anid wood.

The beauty is in the mix—ol matenals, styles. and func-
tion. The Browns were so pleased that they decided 1o mix
materials intended for their kitchen throughout their home:
Ihe zebrawood of their counter repeats in living room tables,

and the lloor tile clads walls in a nearby bathroom.




This Photo: A small sink, & low
cackaplash in the same granite as
couniers, Bnd a dishwasher below
miaka this 20ne ideal for cleanup.
Cpposite Left: A second oven
with convection heat for baking is
&led on the wall opposite the rango
o =olale dessert prep from the
prmary Cooking none

Dpposite Right: Stainless-stesl
S30F BNd QrEwes pulls e inbogral
1o cabingtry fior a clean aesthetic
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